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God abhorring such loathsome beverages, hath in his righteous
judgment blasted that enterprize, which might otherwise have
prospered well, for ought I know ; I presume their case is gen-
erally known ere this.

1 the Devil might have his free option, I believe he would
ask nothing else, but liberty to enfranchize all false Religions,
and to embondage the true ; nor should he need: It isuch to
be feared that lax Tolerations upon State-pretences and plant-
ing necessities, will be the next subtle Stratagem he will spread
to distate the Truth of God, and supplant the Peace of the
Churches. Tolerations in things tolerable, exquisitely drawn
out by the lines of the Scripture, and pensil of the Spirit, are
the sacred favours of Truth, the due latitudes of Love, the fair
Compartiments of Christian fraterity : but irregular dispensa-
tions, dealt forth by the facilities of men, are the frontiers of er-
ror, the redoubts of Schisme, the perillous irritaments of carnal
and spiritual enmity.

My heart hath naturally detested four things: The standing
of the Apocrypha in the Bible; Forainers dwelling in my
Country, to crowd out Native Subjects into the corners of the
Earth ; Alchymized Coines ; Tolerations of divers Religions, or
of one Religion in segregant shapes: He that willingly assents
to the last, if he examines his heart by day-light, his Conscience
will tell him, he is either an Atheist, or an Heretick, or an Hy-
pocrite, or at best a captive to some Lust: Poly-piety is the
greatest impiety in the World. True Religion is Ignis oba-
tionis, which doth congregare homogenea & fegregare hetero-

enea.

£ Not to tolerate things meerly indifferent to weak Conscien-
ces, argues a Conscience too strong : pressed uniformity in these,
causes much disunity : To tolerate more than indifferents, is not
to deal indifferently with God: He that doth it, takes his Scep-
ter out of his band, and bids him stand by. Who hath to do
to institute Religion but God. The power of all Religion and
Ordinances, lies in their Purity: their Purity in their Simplicity :
then are mixtures pernicious. I lived in a City, where a Papist
Preached in one Church, a Lutheran in another, a Calvinist in
a third; a Lutheran one part of the day, a Calvinist the other,
in the same Pulpit: the Religion of that Place was but molly
and meagre, their affections Lieopard-like.

If the whole Creature should conspire to do the Creator a
mischief, or offer him an insolency, it would be in nothing more,
than in erecting untruths against his Truth, or by sophisticating
his Truths with humape medleyes : the removing of some one

lota in Scripture, may draw out all the life, and traverse all the
Truth



